SCAEA

SOUTH CAROLINA ART EDUCATION ASSOCIATION

2036 AWARDS, GRANTS AND

Take a moment to recognize
the outstanding art educators,
arts organizations, and
businesses that are making a
difference in arts education
across South Carolina.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHO SHOULD NOMINATE?

We invite everyone to recognize
excellence in art education by
submitting a nomination.

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?

SCAEA members who meet the
established criteria, and non-SCAEA
members where applicable, are eligible
to receive an SCAEA award. Please
review the criteria for each award as
listed below.

HOW DO | NOMINATE?

Use the following links to
nominate:

SCAEA Awards
SCAEA Scholarships & Grants

HOW ARE RECIPIENTS SELECTED?

After the deadline, three finalists will be
selected in each award category, and
we’ll follow up for additional details for
the judging process. If your nominee is
selected as a finalist, additional
information will be requested with a
deadline of September 4, 2026.

WHAT IS REQUIRED IF MY NOMINEE IS
SELECTED AS A FINALIST?

A nomination letter

A letter of support

The nominee’s resume

A headshot of the nominee

Some of the scholarships and
grants require additional
supporting materials and we will
be sure to specify if your nominee
is selected as a finalist.

WHO SHOULD WRITE NOMINATION/SUPPORT LETTERS
IF MY NOMINEE IS SELECTED AS A FINALIST?

Letters of nomination must be
written by the person who is
making the nomination. Letters
supporting

the nomination can be written by
anyone familiar with the
outstanding commitment,
involvement, and support shown
by the nominee. If you are self-
nominating for any award,

you must submit your own letter of
nomination.

WHEN ARE AWARDS PRESENTED?

Awards,scholarships and grants
will be presented at the 2026
SCAEA conference.

WHEN IS THE DEADLINE FOR
NOMINATIONS?

Nomination Deadline: July 1, 2026
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ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE, HIGH, AND
HIGHER EDUCATOR OF THE YEAR

The individuals nominated for

Educator of the Year Awards must:

e hold an active SCAEA membership.

e demonstrate outstanding teaching
and program development.

e demonstrate strong advocacy for
the profession.

e have a history of active
participation in SCAEA at the local
and state level.

ARTS ADMINISTRATOR
OF THE YEAR

The individual nominated for Arts

Administrator of the Year must:

e demonstrate outstanding
teaching and program
development.

e demonstrate strong advocacy for
the profession.

This Award does not require the

nominee to have an active SCAEA
membership.
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MUSEUM EDUCATOR
OF THE YEAR

The individual nominated for

Museum Educator of the Year must:

e demonstrate outstanding
teaching and program
development.

e demonstrate strong advocacy for
the profession.

This Award does not require the

nominee to have an active SCAEA

membership.

SOUTH CAROLINA ART EDUCATOR OF
THE YEAR

The individual nominated for South
Carolina Art Educator of the Year
must:

e teach at the K-12 level.

e hold an active SCAEA membership.

e have been an SCAEA member for
three (3) consecutive years.

e demonstrate outstanding
teaching and program
development.

e demonstrate strong advocacy for
the arts.

e have served within SCAEA.

e be willing to represent SCAEA at
NAEA Regional Awards Ceremony.

CLICK HERE TO NOMINATE FOR AN AWARD



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejtBOSYC_XamDer5k0i3x1pGhLah122-l-oKHkUammlMnizg/viewform?usp=publish-editor
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PROMISING YOUNG PROFESSIONAL

The individual nominated for
Promising Young Professional must:

e hold an active SCAEA membership.

e be an educator at the K-12 level.

e demonstrate excellence in
teaching art.

e demonstrate advocacy for art
education at the local, state, and
national level.

e exhibit leadership potential within
the profession and/or SCAEA.

e be within the initial five (5) years

of their career as an arts educator.

NATIONAL ART HONOR SOCIETY
SPONSOR AWARD

The individual nominated for the
National Art Honor Society Sponsor
Award must:

e hold an active SCAEA membership.

e demonstrate leadership at the
secondary level (grades 9-12)
through sponsorship of an active
National Art Honor Society
Chapter.

_ OUTSTANDING
> ACHIEVEMENT
CATEGORY

OUTSTANDING ADMINISTRATOR

The individual nominated for the
Outstanding Administrator must:

e demonstrate consistency support
and commitment both
philosophically and financially to
art programs at their school.

This Award does not require the

nominee to have an active SCAEA
membership.

YOUTH ART MONTH AWARD

The individual nominated for the

Youth Art Month Award must:

e hold an active SCAEA membership.

e demonstrate outstanding
involvement and promotion of
Youth Art Month at the local,
regional, state, or national level.

CLICK HERE TO NOMINATE FOR AN AWARD
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THOMAS A. HATFIELD LIFETIME
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

The individual nominated for Thomas A.

Hatfield Lifetime Achievement Award

must:

* hold an active SCAEA membership.

e demonstrate a life-long commitment to
the teaching and promotion of art
education.

DR. DEBORAH SMITH HOFFMAN
MENTOR AWARD

The individual nominated for the Dr.
Deborah Smith Hoffman Mentor Award
must:

* hold an active SCAEA membership.

e demonstrate a commitment to
mentoring art educators by supporting
their professional and person growth
both as artists and educators.

MAC GOODWIN DISTINGUISHED ART
ADVOCATE AWARD

The individual nominated for the
Mac Goodwin Distinguished Art
Advocate Award must:

* hold an active SCAEA membership.

e demonstrate a commitment to
mentoring art educators by
supporting their professional and
personal growth both as artists and
as educators.

_."-3;;\ DISTINGUISHED CAREER <3
~+.".* " G BUSINESS SUPPORTER
CATEGORIES
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KAREN WHEELER DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE TO SCAEA AWARD

The individual nominated for the
Karen Wheeler Distinguished
Service to SCAEA Award must:

e hold an active SCAEA
membership.

e demonstrate active leadership
and cmmitment to art education
through services on the SCAEA
Board.

BUSINESS SUPPORTER OF ART
EDUCATION

The individual/business nominated
for the Business Supporter of Art
Education must:

e make monetary donation(s),
goods donation(s), or exhibition
space donation(s).

e volunteer support of arts
education.

e provide assistance for the
publicity and advocacy of art
education

CLICK HERE TO NOMINATE FOR AN AWARD



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejtBOSYC_XamDer5k0i3x1pGhLah122-l-oKHkUammlMnizg/viewform?usp=publish-editor

Established in 2007, the Mary Whyte
Art Educator Award is designed to
highlight a visual arts teacher in a
South Carolina public school who has
demonstrated superior commitment
to their students and craft. The award
is accompanied by a cash prize of
$2,500 and a $2,500 gift certificate for
art supplies.

Individuals applying for the Mary Whyte Art Educator Award must
complete the application to include:

a photo of the applicant.

a current resume, highlighting work history and community
involvement.

two (2) letters of support.

a complete lesson plan.

ten (10) examples of student work (be sure to indicate which are from
the submitted lesson plan).

a portfolio showcasing your personal work as an artist.

a paragraph summarizing your goals and accomplishments as an
educator.

The winner is expected to present at the SCAEA conference the following
year. The amount awarded may be up to a total of $5,000.

For more detailed information and previous winners, please visit
MaryWhyte.com. View Mary Whyte’s distinguished bio here.

CLICK HERE TO APPLY FOR THE MARY WHYTE ART EDUCATOR AWARD



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVwt895KKvOdAzzIAhnpVLen_R6bRLWbxJJ4n-otjNPHA2cg/viewform?usp=publish-editor

Individuals applying for the
R. Scot Hockman Teacher Grant must:

e hold an active SCAEA membership
for a minimum of one year prior to
applying for the grant.

e currently be teaching art in a K-12
setting.

e use the grant funds to support
instruction during the regular
school day.

The amount awarded may be up to
$750.00.

DESCRIPTIONS OF
SCHOLARSHIPS AND GRANTS

IR s
R. SCOT HOCKMAN

TEACHER GRANT

SCAEA BACCALAUREATE PROGRAM SCHOLARSHIP

Individuals applying for the SCAEA Baccalaureate Program Scholarship
must:

provide a profile photo with their application.

provide a letter of support from an active SCAEA member(save as a PDF).
provide a complete narrative. Instructions for this are on the application
form.

provide a small portfolio of at lease 12 images of their artwork or their
work with students (please see the instructions on the form to be sure it is
set up and formatted correctly).

provide an official copy of their latest transcript (transcrips must be
emailed to awards@scaea.org. Subject should be: SCAEA Scholarship, last
name, Transcript).

The amount awarded may be up to $1000.00.

CLICK HERE TO APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP OR GRANT
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeC_5kV6oyBvwTWJlllQLdqvzr-IKrHc0jRo88Hg-tSSZ1k5g/viewform?usp=dialog

DESCRIPTIONS OF
SGHUL\ARSHIPS ANI_J GRANTS_

Individuals applying for the Liz Smith-Cox Art Education Major Scholarship must:
e be working to complete an undergraduate or graduate degree in Art Education
or working to obtain a certificate in Art Education through the PACE Program.

e be in the process of student teaching.

e provide a profile photo with their application

e provide a letter of support from an active SCAEA member.

e provide two (2) letters of support, in addition to the SCAEA member sponsor
letter.

e provide a complete narrative. Instructions for this are on the application form.

e provide an official copy of their latest transcript (transcript must be emailed to
awards@scaea.org. Subject should be: SCAEA Scholarship, last name,
Transcript).

The amount awarded may be up to $1000.00.

CLICK HERE TO APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP OR GRANT
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EQUITY, DIVERSITY; AND iNBLUSIUN SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORED BY ARTFIELDS JR.

/

Three $800.00 scholarships will be awarded to cover a visual arts
educator’'s registration fee to the SCAEA Fall Conference, hotel
accomodations for the conference , and remaining funds can be used
for travel and/or other expenses.

This scholarship is designed to develop strategies in the arts
classroom to promote equity, diversity, and inclusion as well as
remove barriers to better serve under-deserved and underrepresented
candidates should demonstrate a commitment to ED&I in arts
education, by incorporating ED&l into their daily practices and

increase impact through continuous reflective practices.

AF?I'FIEI.DS'
\ o

Individuals applying for the Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion
Scholarship Sponsored by ArtFields Jr. must:

e provide a profile photo with their application.

e provide a letter of support from their principal which
includes commitment to attend the SCAEA Fall
Conference.

e provide a complete narrative. Instructions for this are on
the application form.

CLICK HERE TO APPLY FOR A SCHOLARSHIP OR GRANT
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