
2026 Awards, grants and
scholarships Program

Take a moment to recognize
the outstanding art educators,

arts organizations, and
businesses that are making a
difference in arts education

across South Carolina.



The SCAEA Awards, Grants and

Scholarships program objectives are to:

recognize excellence in the many
outstanding individuals,
programs and supporters of art
education in South Carolina;
focus professional attention on
quality art education and
exemplary art educators;
increase public awareness of the
importance of quality art
education;
set standards for quality
education and demonstrate
achievement;
provide tangible recognition of
members’ achievements;
earn respect of colleagues; and
enhance professional
opportunities for SCAEA
members.
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frequently asked questions
W h o  s h o u l d  n o m i n a t e ?

W h o  s h o u l d  w r i t e  n o m i n a t i o n / s u p p o r t  l e t t e r s
i f  m y  n o m i n e e  i s  s e l e c t e d  a s  a  f i n a l i s t ?

W h a t  i s  r e q u i r e d  i f  m y  n o m i n e e  i s

s e l e c t e d  a s  a  f i n a l i s t ?

W h o  i s  e l i g i b l e ?

H o w  d o  I  n o m i n a t e ?

W h e n  i s  t h e  d e a d l i n e  f o r

n o m i n a t i o n s ?

H o w  a r e  r e c i p i e n t s  s e l e c t e d ?

W h e n  a r e  a w a r d s  p r e s e n t e d ?

We invite everyone to recognize
excel lence in art  education by
submitt ing a nomination.

SCAEA members who meet the
establ ished cr i ter ia ,  and non-SCAEA
members where appl icable ,  are el igible
to receive an SCAEA award.  P lease
review the cr i ter ia for  each award as
l isted below.

Use the fol lowing l inks to
nominate:
S C A E A  A w a r d s
S C A E A  S c h o l a r s h i p s  &  G r a n t s

After  the deadl ine,  three f inal ists  wi l l  be
selected in each a w a r d  category ,  and
we’ l l  fo l low up for  addit ional  detai ls  for
the judging process.  I f  your nominee is
selected as a f inal ist ,  addit ional
information wi l l  be requested with a
deadl ine of  September 4 ,  2026.

A nomination letter
A letter  of  support
The nominee’s resume
A headshot of  the nominee

Some of  the scholarships and
grants require addit ional
support ing mater ials  and we wi l l
be sure to specify i f  your nominee
is selected as a f inal ist .

Letters of  nomination must be
written by the person who is
making the nomination.  Letters
support ing
the nomination can be writ ten by
anyone famil iar  with the
outstanding commitment ,
involvement ,  and support  shown
by the nominee.  I f  you are sel f-
nominating for  any award,
you must submit  your own letter  of
nomination.

Awards,scholarships and grants
wi l l  be presented at  the 2026
SCAEA conference.  

Nomination Deadl ine:  July 1 ,  2026
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E l e m e n t a r y ,  m i d d l e ,  h i g h ,  a n d

h i g h e r  e d u c a t o r  o f  t h e  y e a r

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  n o m i n a t e d  f o r
E d u c a t o r  o f  t h e  Y e a r  A w a r d s  m u s t :

hold an act ive SCAEA membership.
demonstrate outstanding teaching
and program development .
demonstrate strong advocacy for
the profession.
have a history of  act ive
part ic ipat ion in SCAEA at  the local
and state level .

A r t s  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

 o f  t h e  y e a r

The individual  nominated for  Arts
Administrator  of  the Year must :

demonstrate outstanding
teaching and program
development .
demonstrate strong advocacy for
the profession.

This Award does not require the
nominee to have an act ive SCAEA
membership.  

m u s e u m  e d u c a t o r

 o f  t h e  y e a r

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o m i n a t e d  f o r
M u s e u m  E d u c a t o r  o f  t h e  Y e a r  m u s t :

demonstrate outstanding
teaching and program
development .
demonstrate strong advocacy for
the profession.

This Award does not require the
nominee to have an act ive SCAEA
membership.  

S o u t h  C a r o l i n a  A r t  e d u c a t o r  o f

t h e  Y e a r

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  S o u t h
C a r o l i n a  A r t  E d u c a t o r  o f  t h e  Y e a r
m u s t :

teach at  the K-12 level .
hold an act ive SCAEA membership.
have been an SCAEA member for
three (3) consecutive years .
demonstrate outstanding
teaching and program
development .
demonstrate strong advocacy for
the arts .
have served within SCAEA.
be wi l l ing to represent SCAEA at
NAEA Regional  Awards Ceremony.
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Descriptions of awards
e d u c a t o r  o f  t h e

y e a r  c a t e g o r y

c l i c k  h e r e  t o  n o m i n a t e  f o r  a n  a w a r d

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejtBOSYC_XamDer5k0i3x1pGhLah122-l-oKHkUammlMnizg/viewform?usp=publish-editor


p r o m i s i n g  y o u n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o m i n a t e d  f o r
P r o m i s i n g  Y o u n g  P r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s t :

hold an act ive SCAEA membership.
be an educator at  the K-12 level .
demonstrate excel lence in
teaching art .
demonstrate advocacy for  art
education at  the local ,  state ,  and
national  level .
exhibit  leadership potent ial  within
the profession and/or SCAEA.
be within the in i t ial  f ive (5) years
of  their  career as an arts educator .

n a t i o n a l  a r t  h o n o r  s o c i e t y

s p o n s o r  a w a r d

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e
N a t i o n a l  A r t  H o n o r  S o c i e t y  S p o n s o r
A w a r d  m u s t :

hold an act ive SCAEA membership.
demonstrate leadership at  the
secondary level  (grades 9-12)
through sponsorship of  an act ive
National  Art  Honor Society
Chapter .

O u t s t a n d i n g  A d m i n i s t r a t o r

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e
O u t s t a n d i n g  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  m u s t :

demonstrate consistency support
and commitment both
phi losophical ly  and f inancial ly  to
art  programs at their  school .

This Award does not require the
nominee to have an act ive SCAEA
membership.  

Y o u t h  A r t  m o n t h  a w a r d

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e
Y o u t h  A r t  M o n t h  A w a r d  m u s t :

hold an act ive SCAEA membership.
demonstrate outstanding
involvement and promotion of
Youth Art  Month at  the local ,
regional ,  state ,  or  nat ional  level .
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Descriptions of awards
o u t s t a n d i n g

a c h i e v e m e n t

c a t e g o r y

c l i c k  h e r e  t o  n o m i n a t e  f o r  a n  a w a r d

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejtBOSYC_XamDer5k0i3x1pGhLah122-l-oKHkUammlMnizg/viewform?usp=publish-editor


T h o m a s  a .  h a t f i e l d  L i f e t i m e

a c h i e v e m e n t  a w a r d  

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  T h o m a s  A .
H a t f i e l d  L i f e t i m e  A c h i e v e m e n t  A w a r d
m u s t :

hold an act ive SCAEA membership.
demonstrate a l i fe-long commitment to
the teaching and promotion of  art
education.

D r .  D e b o r a h  S m i t h  H o f f m a n

M e n t o r  A w a r d
T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e  D r .
D e b o r a h  S m i t h  H o f f m a n  M e n t o r  A w a r d
m u s t :

hold an act ive SCAEA membership.
demonstrate a commitment to
mentor ing art  educators by support ing
their  professional  and person growth
both as art ists  and educators .

M a c  G o o d w i n  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a r t

a d v o c a t e  a w a r d

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e
M a c  G o o d w i n  D i s t i n g u i s h e d  A r t
A d v o c a t e  A w a r d  m u s t :

hold an act ive SCAEA membership.
demonstrate a commitment to
mentor ing art  educators by
support ing their  professional  and
personal  growth both as art ists  and
as educators .

k a r e n  w h e e l e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d

S e r v i c e  t o  S C A E A  a w a r d

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l  n o m i n a t e d  f o r  t h e
K a r e n  W h e e l e r  D i s t i n g u i s h e d
S e r v i c e  t o  S C A E A  A w a r d  m u s t :

hold an act ive SCAEA
membership.
demonstrate act ive leadership
and cmmitment to art  education
through services on the SCAEA
Board.

b u s i n e s s  s u p p o r t e r  o f  a r t

e d u c a t i o n

T h e  i n d i v i d u a l / b u s i n e s s  n o m i n a t e d
f o r  t h e  B u s i n e s s  S u p p o r t e r  o f  A r t
E d u c a t i o n  m u s t :

make monetary donation(s) ,
goods donation(s) ,  or  exhibit ion
space donation(s) .
volunteer support  of  arts
education.
provide assistance for  the
publ ic i ty  and advocacy of  art
education
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Descriptions of awards
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  c a r e e r

&  b u s i n e s s  s u p p o r t e r

c a t e g o r i e s

c l i c k  h e r e  t o  n o m i n a t e  f o r  a n  a w a r d

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSejtBOSYC_XamDer5k0i3x1pGhLah122-l-oKHkUammlMnizg/viewform?usp=publish-editor


Descriptions of awards
m a r y  w h y t e  a r t  E d u c a t o r  a w a r d

Establ ished in 2007,  the Mary Whyte
Art  Educator Award is  designed to
highl ight a v isual  arts  teacher in a
South Carol ina publ ic school  who has
demonstrated superior  commitment
to their  students and craft .  The award
is accompanied by a cash pr ize of
$2,500 and a $2,500 gi f t  cert i f icate for
art  suppl ies .
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I n d i v i d u a l s  a p p l y i n g  f o r  t h e  M a r y  W h y t e  A r t  E d u c a t o r  A w a r d  m u s t
c o m p l e t e  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  t o  i n c l u d e :

a photo of  the appl icant .
a current resume,  highl ight ing work history and community
involvement .
two (2) letters of  support .
a complete lesson plan.
ten (10) examples of  student work (be sure to indicate which are from
the submitted lesson plan) .
a portfol io showcasing your personal  work as an art ist .
a paragraph summariz ing your goals and accomplishments as an
educator .

For  more detai led information and previous winners ,  please vis i t
MaryWhyte.com. View Mary Whyte’s  dist inguished bio here.

The winner is  expected to present at  the SCAEA conference the fol lowing
year .  The amount awarded may be up to a total  of  $5,000.

c l i c k  h e r e  T o  a p p l y  f o r  t h e  M a r y  W h y t e  A r t  E d u c a t o r  A w a r d

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdVwt895KKvOdAzzIAhnpVLen_R6bRLWbxJJ4n-otjNPHA2cg/viewform?usp=publish-editor


Descriptions of
Scholarships and Grants

I n d i v i d u a l s  a p p l y i n g  f o r  t h e  
R .  S c o t  H o c k m a n  T e a c h e r  G r a n t  m u s t :

hold an act ive SCAEA membership
for  a minimum of  one year pr ior  to
applying for  the grant .
current ly  be teaching art  in a K-12
sett ing.
use the grant funds to support
instruct ion dur ing the regular
school  day.

T h e  a m o u n t  a w a r d e d  m a y  b e  u p  t o
$ 7 5 0 . 0 0 .

s c a e a  b a c c a l a u r e a t e  p r o g r a m  s c h o l a r s h i p

I n d i v i d u a l s  a p p l y i n g  f o r  t h e  S C A E A  B a c c a l a u r e a t e  P r o g r a m  S c h o l a r s h i p
m u s t :

provide a prof i le  photo with their  appl icat ion.
provide a letter  of  support  f rom an act ive SCAEA member(save as a PDF) .
provide a complete narrat ive.  Instruct ions for  this  are on the appl icat ion
form.
provide a smal l  portfol io of  at  lease 12 images of  their  artwork or  their
work with students (please see the instruct ions on the form to be sure i t  is
set  up and formatted correct ly) .
provide an off ic ial  copy of  their  latest  t ranscr ipt  (transcr ips must be
emailed to awards@scaea.org.  Subject  should be:  S C A E A  S c h o l a r s h i p ,  l a s t
n a m e ,  T r a n s c r i p t ) .

T h e  a m o u n t  a w a r d e d  m a y  b e  u p  t o  $ 1 0 0 0 . 0 0 .

R .  S c o t  H o c k m a n  

T e a c h e r  G r a n t
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c l i c k  h e r e  T o  a p p l y  f o r  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  o r  g r a n t

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeC_5kV6oyBvwTWJlllQLdqvzr-IKrHc0jRo88Hg-tSSZ1k5g/viewform?usp=dialog


Descriptions of
Scholarships and Grants

I n d i v i d u a l s  a p p l y i n g  f o r  t h e  L i z  S m i t h - C o x  A r t  E d u c a t i o n  M a j o r  S c h o l a r s h i p  m u s t :
be working to complete an undergraduate or  graduate degree in Art  Education
or working to obtain a cert i f icate in Art  Education through the PACE Program.
be in the process of  student teaching.
provide a prof i le  photo with their  appl icat ion
provide a letter  of  support  f rom an act ive SCAEA member.
provide two (2) letters of  support ,  in  addit ion to the SCAEA member sponsor
letter .
provide a complete narrat ive.  Instruct ions for  this  are on the appl icat ion form.
provide an off ic ial  copy of  their  latest  t ranscr ipt  (transcr ipt  must be emai led to
awards@scaea.org.  Subject  should be:  S C A E A  S c h o l a r s h i p ,  l a s t  n a m e ,
T r a n s c r i p t) .

T h e  a m o u n t  a w a r d e d  m a y  b e  u p  t o  $ 1 0 0 0 . 0 0 .

L i z  S m i t h - C o x  A r t  e d u c a t i o n  M a j o r  S c h o l a r s h i p
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c l i c k  h e r e  T o  a p p l y  f o r  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  o r  g r a n t

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeC_5kV6oyBvwTWJlllQLdqvzr-IKrHc0jRo88Hg-tSSZ1k5g/viewform?usp=dialog


Descriptions of
Scholarships and Grants

E q u i t y ,  d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  s c h o l a r s h i p  s p o n s o r e d  b y  A r t f i e l d s  j r .

I n d i v i d u a l s  a p p l y i n g  f o r  t h e  E q u i t y ,  D i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  I n c l u s i o n
S c h o l a r s h i p  S p o n s o r e d  b y  A r t F i e l d s  J r .  m u s t :

provide a prof i le  photo with their  appl icat ion.
provide a letter  of  support  f rom their  pr incipal  which
includes commitment to attend the SCAEA Fal l
Conference.
provide a complete narrat ive.  Instruct ions for  this  are on
the appl icat ion form.
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T h r e e  $ 8 0 0 . 0 0  s c h o l a r s h i p s  w i l l  b e  a w a r d e d  t o  c o v e r  a  v i s u a l  a r t s
e d u c a t o r ’ s  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  t o  t h e  S C A E A  F a l l  C o n f e r e n c e ,  h o t e l
a c c o m o d a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  ,  a n d  r e m a i n i n g  f u n d s  c a n  b e  u s e d
f o r  t r a v e l  a n d / o r  o t h e r  e x p e n s e s .  

T h i s  s c h o l a r s h i p  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e v e l o p  s t r a t e g i e s  i n  t h e  a r t s
c l a s s r o o m  t o  p r o m o t e  e q u i t y ,  d i v e r s i t y ,  a n d  i n c l u s i o n  a s  w e l l  a s
r e m o v e  b a r r i e r s  t o  b e t t e r  s e r v e  u n d e r - d e s e r v e d  a n d  u n d e r r e p r e s e n t e d
c a n d i d a t e s  s h o u l d  d e m o n s t r a t e  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  E D & I  i n  a r t s
e d u c a t i o n ,  b y  i n c o r p o r a t i n g  E D & I  i n t o  t h e i r  d a i l y  p r a c t i c e s  a n d
i n c r e a s e  i m p a c t  t h r o u g h  c o n t i n u o u s  r e f l e c t i v e  p r a c t i c e s .

c l i c k  h e r e  T o  a p p l y  f o r  a  s c h o l a r s h i p  o r  g r a n t

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeC_5kV6oyBvwTWJlllQLdqvzr-IKrHc0jRo88Hg-tSSZ1k5g/viewform?usp=dialog
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